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Scandal of 17 babies who die every day

SEVENTEEN babies are dying every day either before or shortly after birth, the Sunday Express can reveal. 

Tomorrow, the Stillbirth and Neonatal Death Charity will launch a major national campaign called Why 17? to raise awareness of the annual 6,500 stillbirths and neonatal deaths. 

The charity says stillbirth rates, which are 10 times higher than cot deaths, have not fallen in the past 10 years, despite huge advances in medicine. 

It believes not enough has been done to pinpoint the causes behind the tragedies and it wants health professionals to do more to identify high-risk pregnancies and make sure pregnant women get the right care. 

Although half of stillbirths are unexplained, research shows poor standards of care and failure to spot danger signs could be a key factor in many deaths. 

Experts say the excessive workload on midwives is making the situation worse. 

Professor Gordon Smith, an expert in Obstetrics and Gynaecology at Cambridge University, said: "There is an epidemic of stillbirths which is not improving. This is a major problem which is relatively ignored." 

Katie Duff, a spokeswoman for the charity, said: "These figures are shockingly high. Most people think stillbirths don't happen in the 21st century. Yet the numbers are 10 times higher than for cot death. 

"We believe many of these stillbirths may be avoidable and we want more research in this area to help drive down this high death toll. 

"We are aware our maternity services are overstretched. We want to see all pregnant women having good quality care and continuity of care so potential problems are picked up. 

"Babies are not being given the rights they deserve. It's not good enough to accept so many are dying. 

"The pain of losing a baby is no less just because it never breathes. 

The devastating effects of a stillbirth on a family go on for ever." Experts believe that although many stillbirths remain unexplained, there are several signs which could help doctors identify babies at risk. 

Studies have found more than half of all stillborn babies are very small, suggesting restricted growth in the womb. 

Katie Duff said: "It's no surprise babies who aren't thriving in the womb may die. We'd like to see more effective monitoring of pregnancies to pick up babies that are not developing well so they can be delivered early if that is appropriate." Lynn Brady, 34, whose son Jude died in her womb two years ago, shortly before he was due to be born, believes her pregnancy was not properly monitored. 

She said: "Jude was my second pregnancy and I was far better looked after in my first. 

"They did my two scans and did not monitor me at all. After my second scan they just told me to give them a call when I was in labour. 

"I just woke one morning and he didn't wake up with me. He normally kicked when I lay on my left side but that morning I woke up on my left side and he didn't move." Lynn, from Ipswich, Suffolk, went to hospital where doctors found the baby had died. 

She added: "My whole life changed. After the birth I was just sent home in a daze. I knew him. I knew when he woke up, when he played and when he went to sleep. 

Just because he was still in my womb it didn't mean we loved him any less. 

"It's devastated the family and it's something you never get over. We have a four-year-old son who knows he has a little brother who is in heaven. 

"He will draw him a picture or buy him a balloon to let off for him to have in heaven. There is someone missing who you can never replace." 

Matt Allwright, a 38-year-old father of two who appears on BBC TV's consumer programme Rogue Traders and is a patron of the stillbirth charity, said: "Friends of mine lost their boy late into a pregnancy. I found how commonplace this is, but the issue is often swept under the carpet. 

"More research is needed and mothers-to-be need good care so problems are identified early on." The Why 17? Campaign, which will run for 17 months, aims to raise £1.7million to help fund research into the causes and prevention of stillbirths and neonatal deaths. 

For details visit www. why17. org. 

